- -‘Az‘[cmm z‘een' z‘m‘vel pro gmm goes naz‘zoncz] ~
o get Franka posthurnous pardon |
“Atlantans are familiar widy Planers duai— '

- By SUZi BROZMAN
The jcwmf} sze.f T

: world ¢ experiences — all with a
}ew;sh American spin. "

“We do a really good job 1s]ew15h ed--
ucators abotit making a strong connection
wit our spiricual homelmd Isracl,” Plan-
er said. “I'm wori\mg to ensure that sti- -
dents riake conriection with thc:tr piaysml N

homeland as well.” -

-So when'the 32'téens p1rt1c1patmg in-.
his Ergar 36 summer rravel adventuré -
gather near Marieeta’s Big Chicken on
June 27, fried chicken won't bé on the

agenda of the first day of their cross-coun-
ary wip. They will be visiting the site where
Leo Frank was hanged in 19 15 by vigi-
lantes and disciissing the case and its ram-
ifications for Jewish-American identity
with Rabbi Steve Lebow of Temple Kol
Emeth and Dale Schwartz, who worked

' -.ﬂly Pi:mer is ori a mission to m—;
. tegrate what high school sudents -

learn'in the chssroom with real

- identityn ips thmugh his 12 years ninning -
“youth programming for Congregatxon
Ahavath Achim. He left that job actheend
~of May to devore his time roa variety of -
" youth travel 1 programs, which have growr
< to'include teens and pluralistic Jewish

“schools from across the > country. He has
seent his crosscountry sumimer cnroEiment
grow from 12'in2004 to 32 this year. .

- Among this summer’s group will bé six

'Ad'mta teens: Micah' ‘Chervin, Nate Sin-
" rich; Shira Hinds;
-Wasser and Noah' Fixelle, whose sister
‘Hillarywas the firse participant ever 1o sign

Daniel Bressler, Keith

up for an Eegar wip. “They will be joined

by 26 other high schoolers from 17 cities,
Jincluding Boston, Chicago, Miami,

Chatleston, New Yorls, Sr. me and Pigts-

“burgh,

Over 36 days, the group will travel cross-
cauney by bus and arplane, malding stops
to tour civil-rights sites in the South, to run

the bases at Whigley Field, 1o discuss the

warondrugsata symﬂoguc for former ad-
dicts, to listen to the nonstop noise in Las
Vegas and the ultimate quiet of the Grand
Canyon and to confront history in Dallas,
Oklahoma Ciry, New York, Boston and
Washingron, D.C.

Here's what one teen said on Planer’s
Web site (etgar.org) of Tus tour fast year:

“At Beir Teshuvah a synagogue for re-
covering addicts, Rabbi Mark Borovitz

' The Ergar 36 summer travel advcnture group last year in Washington, D. C

moved us with his talk abotre how each of
us is holy, special and good cnough. .
Most of us agteed that our stop at Beit
Teshuvaly was one of the best experiences
on the trip so far.”

Thar’s the kind of response Planer is
secking from trip participants.

“I starred doing trips for youth groups,”

See Travel/page 14

: Travel/ from page 9

_ he szud _
cities, teaching Jewish kids abour -
their dual identity as Americans.

: :md}ews, zddmg in political and -

Jewish values in ‘the context of
Americai h:story and culture,
.- “The name of my organiza-
-ton, Ergar 36,” Planer explained,
“embodies that goal. Ergar means”

Jenge to hielp kids learn to thinlc
for themseives itiany r@lm,
-make their own dedisions. The:

-the'trip, 36 days, and for dou- -
- ble dhui; t@achmg kids abous their

“double 1denuty_ as dedmted_]ews B

; and Americans,” -
" When Planer was approached :
‘to offer school t trips;hebegan to:
develop an agenda for pliiralistic’

“ber School has oﬁ%red four trips,
" :md Pianr:r says p urahsuc}emsh

cxplormg Anmerican

" pleTever talked t6,” Plarier said.

devote to yedr-round program-
- ming, Planer plans to offer con~
firmation classes and. synagogue’ -
- youth groups the opportuiity (6
take part in his ron-déenomina-
tional setting; He says heanac: -
- commodate kashrirt r requests, and
Jewish high schools: Adantas We:  also is planninga separate tripfor
‘more tradmonaﬂy obsewant stu-- s
ﬁdents E}

' ;choo s from al] over the ¢ counny _

have been C{mck 0 rake '1dv1n-'- S
tage ‘of ks approach. .- i
' Planer credits Samcha Pear! RO

_._Webers head of school, wuh ins
~spiring | him._ s : o
‘social activism. They learriaboue: 7 i

“He was one of the. ﬁrst peo— i

“He'encouraged and supporred . _: |

“me from the’ begmnmg He -
wanted me to.take studeneson
 the road so they could'see thar * 7
challenge [in Hebrew} the chal: - “what they learn in the dassroommn’ gy
has real world: implications: -
When they were - reading Thorc—--_;
auy wewent to Walden Pond.”

36 stands both for the. iength off B

Next year, with mote tmeo:




